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-                             President’s Comment                             -
In the last month I have had two “overseas” trips.  From September 13-15, I was one of 245 people attending the CWL Australia’s 45th Biennial National Conference/ Australia is, of course, a much larger League but their aims and concerns mirror ours. I was impressed by the programme offered and have come away with much food for thought.  The last weekend of the month found me in Christchurch joining the Diocese for their AGM.  Beginning, as all meetings in Christchurch now do, with a safety briefing - which doors to exit and where to assemble in the event of a disaster – was the cause of some wry laughter but God was kind and the opening Mass (concelebrated by Bishop Barry Jones and the Diocesan Chaplain Fr John Morrison) and the following meeting, proceeded very smoothly.  That evening Christchurch celebrated their 75th Jubilee in style, with an excellent meal and a very special fashion parade.  The clothes, many of them the members’ own, were modelled by daughters and granddaughters and spanned the decades of the League’s existence.


[image: image4.jpg]



The Anniversary Cake Celebrating 

75 Years of Faith and Service

Congratulations to Methven’s Zella McGirr, Christchurch’s Diocese’s new President, and special thanks to retiring President Jenny Muschamp who has led her team through very difficult times.  The warmth and love felt for Jenny by the membership was very obvious. 

I returned to Wellington where this week in my Parish of Karori we celebrated the Feast Day of our patron saint, St Teresa, the Little Flower. In his homily, Father pointed out the many, many different ways people contribute to parish life as stewards in particular ministries.  CWL was 3rd on a very long list, and of course, as in all parishes, League members featured in many other ministries as well.

Recently a cheque for $500 arrived from a Branch which had been a little slow sending in the ECPAT donation.  This brought the final total to $10,041. An amazing result, given that the Mission at Home Appeal is an “added extra”, but perhaps even more important than this total is the work you have all done in raising community awareness of this evil.  WELL DONE!

By now all Branches should have received their KIDSCAN info packs. Remember our monies will go 100% to the children, supplying raincoats, shoes, socks and food. I would encourage you to investigate the website,  www.kidscan.org.nz
The first mail-out re the National Conference 2012 should have been received now by you all.  I hope you have New Plymouth July 11 - 14th  in your diaries and are planning on being there. Fund raising now to subsidize members to get there would be the wise thing to do.  Remember this part of your mission is every bit as important as fundraising for other areas.  We all deserve the collegial support we receive from fellow members from around the country and the stimulation and benefits received from attending such conferences cannot be overestimated.   

God bless you all            Anne Joyce
Reflection
Life should be

“… a long act of faith, hope and charity; it should combine the life of Martha and Mary, walking arm and arm together, and never separate.” 
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Did you know?
Suzanne Aubert’s parents did not want her to enter the religious life.  She “ran away” to New Zealand, leaving France without their knowledge or consent. 
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-- New Zealand’s First Saint?

In November 2011, Fr Maurice Carmody Parish Priest of St Francis of Assisi Parish, Stoke, will present the case for the beatification of Mother Suzanne Aubert.   A great New Zealander, renowned in her own lifetime and still revered and remembered today for her pioneering work by Catholic and non-Catholic people alike, Suzanne Aubert may well become New Zealand’s first canonised saint.

We ask that all members of Catholic Women’s League NZ pray for the success of Fr Maurice’s mission..  

From National Social Concerns 
The following letter has been sent to the Hon. Tony Ryall, Minister of Health, and copied to other relevant members of Parliament

Re: A Report into Aged Care: what does the future hold for older New Zealanders ?

Parliament received 450 submissions, 20 nationwide meetings were held. The document was tabled in Parliament on 19 October 2010.

The inquiry showed a range of ideas to establish a much-needed revolution as to how care services are provided to the elderly. 

Every older New Zealander deserves to be treated with dignity and respect. The investigation into the above Report however, told shocking stories of neglect and substandard care.  With a rapidly aging population these issues are set to worsen unless they are urgently addressed. 

Would you please inform us as to where your Party stand on the recommendations made in this Report ?

I will report in the next newsletter on the replies I receive.
Finally, I hope you are all researching the Government Green Paper on Vulnerable Children and also the paper on Family Courts.  Please have responses to me by the 21st December so I can prepare the CWL submissions. 
Ethne Wyndham-Smith
Annual General Meetings have been taking place all around the country and we offer thanks for the past work of all retiring officers.  May all new and returning Branch officers receive God’s blessings on all their endeavours as they lead our members in their work supporting their parishes, their mission stations and the League.
National Raffle 
This closes on 15 October. Your Diocesan Raffle Co-ordinator will be gathering up details of the sales and the money from Branches.  They will then send these to me with one cheque from the Diocese.  Thank you for all your help and support.  The draw is to take place on 26 November.  The National President, Anne Joyce will ring the three lucky persons who will benefit from cash ahead of the holiday period.  


Father O'Malley answers the telephone.

"Hello, is this Father O'Malley?"

"It is."

"This is the Inland Revenue Department.  Can you help us?"

"I can."

"Do you know a Ted Houlihan?"

"I do."

"Is he a member of your congregation?"

"He is."

"Did he donate $10,000 to the church?"

Father answers, "He will!"


Susan Lloyd

National Raffle Co-ordinator
Important Diary Entry for 2012

Catholic Women’s League

National Conference July 11 - 14th

New Plymouth

Theme:  Mary, our inspiration for love in action
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