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For 6 blessed days in October 2010 nearly 500 participants from 40
countries gathered in Jerusalem to celcbrate the 100 anniversary of the
founding of WUCWO. Stepping off the planc in Tel Aviv into heat, dust
and hundreds of tourists was a shock to the system but our arrival by bus
into Jerusalem reignited our cxcitement at being in this special place.

; e

The Assembly was held at the Pontifical Institute of Notre Dame of
Jerusalem, a very large conference and residential complex in the care of
the Franciscans. It was not large enough to house all participants and we
were accommodated in § different Hotels in Jerusalem.

His Beatitude Fouad Twal, Latin Patriarch, celcbrated the opening Mass
in the Co-Cathedral of the Latin Patriarchate in the Old City. He Blessed
us with these words, “May all your cxperiences here, strengthen you in
Faith, deepen your adherence to our communion with the Lord, renew
you in prayer and make you truly one in and with His desire, to be
witnesses to the ends of the carth.”

The Liturgy for this opening Mass was prepared by the North American
Region and was the first of § Eucharistic celcbrations planned for the
following days of Assembly and reflecting the cthnic character of cach
region. Each country had a banner depicting Our Lady as she is honoured
in their country. This made for a very colourful display and great
excitement as women identificd countries and met up with old fricnds
Our banner was much admired and photographed.




National Newsletter 

                                                      January/February 2011
-                                President’s Comment                              -
Greetings as we head into 2011.  I hope you have all had a happy and a holy Christmas and are well rested, ready for the challenges of the second decade of the 21st century.  

Before we all know it, it will be Conference time around the Dioceses.   This is a challenge for all of you who are organising these events but especially those of you in the Christchurch Diocese, who continue to suffer significant aftershocks.  
Getting involved with our Mission at Home Project, ECPAT, has made for a busy time. Firstly, sourcing and distributing material as we try to raise awareness of this problem throughout NZ.  As we all now know ECPAT stands for End Child Prostitution and Trafficking.   I hope most of you have now had access to the CD that was distributed for loading on all computers.  Such a simple  thing for us all to  do,  but it allows any accidental access of a suspect site to be reported – and it is frighteningly easy to access such sites! 
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Then came the invitation to support the young Otago students, Kate and Tim, as they Stepped out against Child Sexual Exploitation, walking from Bluff to Cape Reinga.  Working with Alan Bell, Director ECPAT NZ, has been a pleasure and thank you to members who responded so generously to his request for support.

Members organised accommodation for the pair in many areas, along with food, and even walking along with them for part of the way.  Well done everyone. 

Your new Board will have its first  meeting, February 11-13th, at the lovely Home of Compassion in Island Bay. Please remember us in your prayers.

Good luck with your plans, both personal and League-related, this year. I look forward to meeting you all at the various Conferences.

God bless you all.
Anne Joyce
Reflection
If we only have the will to walk, then God is pleased with our stumbles.   
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Did you know?

In 1910, WUCWO began when 12 leagues met in Brussels.  The English, including Margaret Fletcher, were the first speakers  but since France had taken the lead and was therefore the host, French was the only language permitted!

International Day of Intercession for 
Peace in the Holy Land      
29th/30th of January 2011
This is an initiative of prayer born from the inspiration of some Catholic Youth Associations.  The annual event began in 2009, when faithful from some 500 cities around the world joined in a common prayer for peace.  Last January, over 1100 cities worldwide united in praying for peace.  This year groups from more than 2,000 cities have already confirmed participation.

The prayer day is supported by the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace and responds in a special way to the call for prayer from the recent Special Assembly for the Middle East of the Synod of Bishops. 
Please join this international day of prayer in whatever way you can.

“Blessed are the Peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God.” Matthew 5:9
Sending Money to the National Treasurer
Important things to remember!

Firstly, the money is coming to an organization not a person – so do not make out your cheques to “National Treasurer CWL”.

Secondly, while it is a good safeguard to send a crossed cheque, if you use either “account payee only” or “not transferable” form of crossing you must make the cheque out to the correct account name – CWL (NZ) Inc.
Thirdly, please note my address – our street is named after Mr Lewer, town councillor in Karori circa 1900 and the local milkman – not Mr Lewis! 

So please:  

· Make cheques out to CWL (NZ) Inc.
· cross them 

· send to   

                 National Treasurer  
    11A Lewer St

    Karori

    Wellington 6012

Payments should then go smoothly and efficiently.

Anne Lumb
“You will be my witnesses.”  Acts 1:8                             Report from International Secretary 
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It did not detract from the solemnity of the occasion, but added to the
celebration. Once again all the countries paraded their banners

After lunch we departed on our last Jerusalem pilgrimage to Mount Zion
and the Visitation Church the sitc where Mary proclaimed the Magnificat
In the evening all 500 gathered in a very large restaurant in Bethlchem for
our final dinner. We were served with food reflecting the local cuisine
Delicious!

So ends the first instalment! The pilgrimage to Galilee was an
unforgettable experience which I will share with you at a later date.

Kay Blackburn
CWLNZ National International Secretary

Liz Koorey, Kay Blackburn, Beverley Telfar and Jacqui Gilligan outside
the Co- Cathedral in the Old City of Jerusalem. October 6% 2010



For six blessed days in October 2010 nearly 500 participants from 40 countries gathered in Jerusalem to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the founding of WUCWO.  Stepping off the plane in Tel Aviv into heat, dust and hundreds of tourists was a shock to the system but our arrival by bus into Jerusalem reignited our excitement at being in this special place.

The Assembly was held at the Pontifical Institute of Notre Dame of Jerusalem, a very large conference and residential complex in the care of the Franciscans.  It was not large enough to house all participants and we were accommodated in 5 different hotels in Jerusalem.

His Beatitude Fouad Twal, Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem, celebrated the opening Mass in the Co-Cathedral of the Latin Patriarchate in the Old City.  He blessed us with these words, “May all your experiences here, strengthen you in Faith, deepen your adherence to our communion with the Lord, renew you in prayer and make you truly one in and with His desire, to be witnesses to the ends of the earth.”
The Liturgy for this opening Mass was prepared by the North American Region and was the first of 5 Eucharistic celebrations planned for the following days of Assembly and reflecting the ethnic character of each region.   Each country had a banner depicting Our Lady as she is honoured in their country.   This made for a very colourful display and great excitement as women identified countries and met up with old friends.  Our banner was much admired and photographed.
On the first morning, after the opening Mass, we walked back through the Old City to the Notre Dame Centre for lunch, which was served in several dining rooms throughout the complex.  Our New Zealand group, numbering 7, managed to lunch together in a very pleasant area each day and this enabled us to discuss the morning sessions.
After lunch the assembly was officially opened by Karen Hurley the President General of WUCWO.  Her address concluded with these words:  “We’ve journeyed to Jerusalem, to the roots of our faith, in order to celebrate our rich history, to grow in knowledge and to deepen our relationship with the Lord and our friendship with each other.  We ask the Holy Spirit to bestow on us the necessary gifts so that we may be authentic witnesses of the truth to all the world, now and in the future.”  A message from Pope Benedict XV1 was read in which he expressed: “thanks for the many blessings that have been bestowed on the Church through the witness of faithful Catholic Women, living, working and transforming it from within and proclaiming the gospel in word and deed.”
The first three days of Assembly were study days with excellent speakers.  On Day One our speakers were:

· Ludmila Grygiel a Polish essayist who has worked extensively on marriage and family life as well as on Christian anthropology.  Her subject was “You are witnesses of Love.”

· Florence Gillet a French theologian and writer with a Doctorate in Theology from the Gregorian University.  Her subject was “Mary, testimony of God’s Love, yesterday and today.”

· Ana Cristina Villa de Betancourt a member of the Marian community of Reconciliation who is responsible for the women’s section of the Pontifical Council for the Laity.  Her subject was “Jesus and women: meeting Him, following Him, being His witnesses.”

The first day closed with a Prayer Service for Peace prepared by the North American region.

Day Two opened with a Mass at the Notre Dame Centre, prepared by the Latin American Region.

Each day our study or business session was prefaced by a reflection by Father GianMaria Polidoro OFM, the WUCWO Ecclesiastical Assistant.  The keynote speaker was Marguerite Peeters an acknowledged expert in the field of international organisations, human rights and global cultural change.  Her subject was “How to be Christ’s witness in a globalized world.”

An interreligious panel composed of youth from the Focolare movement followed.  These young women were from Catholic, Jewish and Muslim backgrounds.

After lunch we went on our first of three pilgrimages.  Many buses were used to transport 500 people to selected holy sites.  We New Zealanders were on the same bus and were blessed with a Christian Palestinian guide who had been a teacher of history and was a very knowledgeable story teller.  Our companions on the bus most days, were a very colourful group from Swaziland, ladies from the Philippines and a group from Tonga.  By day 3 we were never too sure who was going to be on our bus which made our tours very interesting.  On the last day of our bus tours in Jerusalem we New Zealanders were thanked for being such a caring and helpful group by our new African friends.

Among the sites visited on the first day were the Mount of Olives, the Garden of Gethsemane and the Church of all Nations.  We then drove to Bethlehem where we visited the Church of the Nativity built in the 4th century over the grotto where Jesus was born.

From the moment we had arrived in Jerusalem and every time we walked into the Old City I had been aware that I was walking in the footsteps of Jesus but to visit the sites read about only in the bible added a whole new dimension to the experience.

In the late afternoon we walked to St Saviour’s Church in the Old City for a multi-lingual Rosary for Peace.

Day Three began with a Mass prepared by the European region.  Our morning reflection was followed by the second keynote speaker Christine de Marcellus de Vollmer the founder and president of the Alliance for the Family, an organisation that is dedicated to guiding children and young people towards healthy, happy and stable family and community life.  Her subject was “The importance of formation to be an efficient witness in today’s world.  Forming joyous witnesses for tomorrow, today.”

Later in the morning we listened to a panel of women from the Holy Land.

· Sr. Maria Grech FMM, Director of the Franciscan Family Centre in Bethlehem

· Hanadi Soudah-Younan, Professor at Bethlehem University.

· Claudette Habesch, Director of Caritas Jerusalem.

After lunch we set out on our second pilgrimage.  The place that stands out for me is the Church of the Holy Sepulchre where we visited the site of the tomb of Jesus.  Late in the afternoon we proceeded through the walls of the Old City to take part in the weekly procession of the Stations of the Cross, which takes place each Friday.  The Via Dolorosa begins at St Stephen’s Gate in the Muslim Quarter and ends at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in the Christian Quarter.  A memorable and emotional experience.

Day Four began with Mass prepared by the Asia/Pacific region.  I was invited to lead the procession with the Cross, Beverly carried our banner and Liz carried our gift.  (a merino throw rug).  A great honour for the New Zealand contingent.

A spiritual reflection was followed by the opening of the Statutory Assembly.  This was in 4 sessions covering accreditation for voting etc, Reports from the Board Executive and Reports and ratification from the International Representatives, (a very impressive group of young women.)

We then met in our regional groups to come up with a theme for the next 4 years.  The suggestion from our region, after much discussion was “Love in Action,” which was accepted by the whole Assembly as our new theme.  The final session covered a report from the Endowment fund to which CWLNZ contributed.  After the meeting I was thanked personally by the WUCWO Treasurer for our effort.  She commented on how supportive CWLNZ is to WUCWO.

I also received a very positive response from Brenda Finlayson, Vice President General, on our response to the preparatory study papers.  
On Sunday morning, day 5, we all set off for different Catholic Parishes in Jerusalem and Bethlehem for Mass.  The celebrations experienced were many and varied.  A comment from a group of Palestinian Catholics was, “We need peace, but it will not come if the whole world does not recognise our need for justice.”

After lunch and a Spiritual reflection, the Statutory Assembly continued with the introduction of the resolutions (remits.) CWLNZ’s resolution passed at the first reading.  All 12 remits were passed on the vote of delegates.

The business of electing the new WUCWO Board followed.  All 26 members nominated were elected unopposed.  

The 2 nominees for President General, Brenda Finlayson, Australia and Maria Giovanna Ruggieri, Italy, were introduced to the Assembly and invited to speak.  The new Board then adjourned and elected the new President General.

Day 6 opened with Morning Prayer and a Spiritual Reflection.  Father Polidoro OFM, the Ecclesiastical Assistant, then addressed the Assembly.  The election of the new President General, Maria Giovanna Ruggieri, was announced and ratified and she addressed the Assembly.  The new Vice-President for the Asia/Pacific Region is Susana Evening of Fiji

The next WUCWO Assembly will be in 2014.  The Board will decide on the venue.  The priority for 2010-2014 is “LOVE IN ACTION”

We walked for the final time through the Old City to St Saviour’s Church for the closing Mass.  The Liturgy had been prepared by the African Region.  The music, colour and movement were incredible.  It did not detract from the solemnity of the occasion, but added to the celebration.  Once again all the countries paraded their banners.

After lunch we departed on our last Jerusalem pilgrimage to Mount Zion and the Visitation Church the site where Mary proclaimed the Magnificat.  In the evening all 500 gathered in a very large restaurant in Bethlehem for our final dinner.  We were served with food reflecting the local cuisine.  Delicious!

So ends the first instalment! The pilgrimage to Galilee was an unforgettable experience which I will share with you at a later date.

Kay Blackburn
Tim and Kate with Wyn Couper from Newlands and Anne McGrath and Susan Lloyd from Upper Hutt.  The weather was truly appalling but spirits were high as Wyn, Anne and Susan “stepped out” for 14 kilometres.








The Pontifical Institute of Notre Dame





Liz Koorey, Kay Blackburn, Beverley Telfar and Jacqui Gilligan, and banner, outside the Co-Cathedral in the Old City of Jerusalem.                                   October 6th 2010








