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-                                President’s Comment                              -
Reflecting on my recent trips around New Zealand attending your Conferences I am reminded of the vision that our CWL forbears had all those years ago. The spiritual growth and camaraderie is evident and we must be proud that we have continued as the National Organization that we are today.

The wonderful uplifting Masses celebrated by our great Bishops began each Conference.

Throughout the business sessions informative reports were presented, which chronicled the love, work and commitment of members throughout the country .Lots of positive ideas have been put forward as we proceed to the future.

Members also enjoyed food and friendship during the 2 ½ day events.

Mission at Home Project

Please continue to get those petitions signed - to date 27.000 signatures NZ- wide.  Not many for a country of over four million!  Let us make a big effort to do our bit in the fight against Child Prostitution and Trafficking.  Forms must be returned by 20th July.  Have you thought beyond your own branch members and parishioners?  

Some suggestions:

· Encourage family members to take a copy of the petition into the workplace
· Ask the youth of your parish to take it into their schools – there is no age limit on who can sign a petition but perhaps we should be confining this to the secondary sector.  Encourage students to let their teachers know what they are doing – get those signatures as well!
If you want to find out more about the work of ECPAT Child ALERT then have a look at the informative website at

http://www.ecpat.org.nz/
Finally please continue to keep the people of Christchurch in your prayers.

God bless you all.               Anne Joyce
Vincent de Paul Christchurch has a plea for good used blankets. Knitters – adult and child-sized bed socks and hot water bottle covers are needed.  Your nearest MainFreight will arrange free delivery or use Forward Post and Vincent de Paul will pay on arrival.

Address: 265 Stanmore Rd, 

                Richmond, Christchurch

National Social Concerns
‘Society ensures social justice by providing the conditions that allow associations and individuals to obtain their due’.  

‘The equal dignity of human persons requires the effort to reduce excessive social and economic inequalitie.s’ 
(Catechism of the Catholic Church paras 1943, 1947).

In the responses to the WUCWO*  Centenary Assembly preparatory study, CWL was asked to reflect on the faithful witness of women, with examples from the Old and New Testaments, the saints, and modern determined woman such as Mother Aubert, Mother Teresa and St Mary MacKillop. Women who rose above themselves and fought for what they believed in – the common good – and who strove to improve the social conditions which allow people as groups or individuals to obtain what is their due.

So we in the Catholic Women’s League need to keep ourselves updated on moral and social issues.  Then we need to take every opportunity to voice our concerns when injustices are happening, and we need to support, through prayer and practical help, the institutions that improve the conditions of human life.

Ethen Wyndham-Smith
Reflection
“The strength of the group is not deter-mined by its numbers but by the intensity of its dedication to its goals.”

Joan Chittester
CWLNZ Board
National President

Anne Joyce
National Secretary

Diane Glynan
National Treasurer

Anne Lumb
Imm. Past President 

Tui Pasco

Auckland President

Djuanne Walker 
Hamilton President

Maureen Russell
P. North President

Pat O’Connor
Wellington President

Miriam Broad
Christchurch President

Jenny Muschamp
Dunedin President

Mary Race
International Secretary
Kay Blackburn
Nat. Mission Secretary
Susan Lloyd
Nat. Social Concerns
Ethne Wyndham-Smith
www.cwl.org.nz
Did you know?

Very early in WWI the English CWL provided corps of fully-trained Catholic nurses in both Brussels and Paris.  The League was  involved in the war effort both at home and abroad.

Highlights from Diocesan Conferences
Dunedin
· Kay Blackburn’s detailed presentation took us on a virtual journey through Jerusalem and the holy places in and around the Holy City as she spoke about her attendance at the Congress in October 2010. 

· A panel of speakers spoke of their Faith journey and what their Faith means in their lives today. Inspiring speakers who left us looking at our own lives, where we have been on our faith journey and where we are going.
Wellington
· The Conference Summary offered by one of the youngest delegates and first-time attendee who confessed that far from the quiet weekend with sweet old ladies she had anticipated, she had found herself in a vibrant organization with a worldwide view. Her confession that she turned up at her first League meeting expecting to join  women’s rugby league team caused delighted laughter.
· Frances O’Leary’s spontaneous address from the floor which was moving and thought-provoking.
Palmerston North

· "You Will Be My Witnesses" Acts 1:8.  Kay Blackburn’s spoke of her experiences at the WUCWO Congress in 2010.  Accompanied by her photographs Kay made it all come alive ao that she could share the wonderful experience with us.
· Presentation by Srs Catherine and Noeline on the topic “Ecology, Spirituality and Faith”.  This explored what it is that makes meaning inour lives today, looking at the mystery of creation and the history of how this has been perceived from indigenous peoples through to modern day scientists and theologians.
Hamilton
· Conference Dinner was enlivened by entertainment from the combined choirs of Pakeke Lyons and Lyceum Club.
· Jane Kay, from the Waikato Branch of Alzheimers New Zealand, gave a very informative and eye-opening account of what life can be like for people suffering from dementia, together with family and social concerns involved. 
Auckland
· Susan Lloyd, National Mission Secretary, full and interesting report on the state of the national mission giving graphic examples of how the League’s commitment to support by prayer and practical assistance the development of the Church in the Pacific is working today. 
· Philip Sherry, who took the theme of “Faith of our Fathers” and spoke of the League as one of the lay organsiations that continue to gather Catholics together.   
“Learn from the past, live in the present, plan for the future.”

One Delegate’s Conference Reflections
Does CWL see only its own journey, its own safe space, not the wider picture?  Do we as League members need to see with new vision, new focus, new energy?  Do we need to find new ways of being Catholic women in our Church and in the world?

As the reports to Conference showed we are pretty good at learning from the past aren’t we?  Looking at what we have done!  

Live in the present - the object and purpose of our lives.

I would like to see a Problems and Solutions slot at Conference, where we could discuss Branch problems and give Branches possible solutions to try.  We have a wealth of wisdom, knowledge and experience amongst our members – let us tap into that.

Plan for the future – we are not so good at this.  I think we need to spend an equal amount of time on the past and the future at any conference.  Planning for the future is imperative – Stepping out in Faith!  

I am not suggesting for a moment that the old is not to be respected and honoured, just when necessary replaced, refashioned, remodelled – brought up to date so that it fits.

Frances O’Leary

Delegate from Stoke
Archdiocesan Conference 
* World Union of Catholic Women’s Organisations





