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-                                President’s Comment                              -
As I write my comments for this newsletter I can’t help but focus on the wonderful support that has come to Christchurch from many parts of the world. Families are slowly returning to Christchurch, some are not. I know that many people are dealing with the funerals of their loved ones at this time, and all are trying to make sense of the tragedy that has struck one of our most beautiful cities.  My heartfelt sympathy and prayers are with these people.

Plans and preparation are well under way for your Conferences. I begin in Dunedin at the end of this month and look forward to meeting you all. Reporting annually is a way of being accountable to each other.  These reports show to all what has been accomplished by members.  Plans for the future can be shared and can motivate us all as we continue to serve the Church in the ministry of Catholic Women’s League.

I have real pleasure in telling you all that the outcome for the raffle was excellent. The winners, Brian and Pat McCarthy of Tawa, took family members and had a wonderful evening dining with the Archbishop. A big THANKYOU to Archbishop John for supporting the League in this very personal way.

I am sure that like me you were horrified by the news on 17th March that the global Paedophile ring that was “busted” internationally included several New Zealand members and, worst of all, 16 of the children identified as victims are New Zealanders. We are committed to supporting the work of ECPAT as our Mission At Home and I know that you are already fundraising towards this cause. Another way to support the work is to make sure that you are a signatory to the international petition which will be presented to the UN later this year.  This petition is available at any branch of the Body Shop or you can register on-line at www.ecpat.org.nz.  I ask you all to get this petition into every parish in New Zealand, not just where the League has branches.  A copy can be downloaded from the CWL website (under Mission at Home) along with the details of where to send the completed petitions. 
Finally please continue to keep the people of Christchurch in your prayers.

God bless you all.               Anne Joyce

Hello from Christchurch
Where do I start to tell you about our damaged city? When I first started to write an article for the newsletter it was not long after the devastating Earthquake that hit Christchurch.  

As I sat at the computer the sun was shining, children were playing outside and life was going on in the suburbs. But only a few kilometres away people have died and many have been badly injured. Buildings and houses have so much damage they will have to be demolished. Many roads flooded creating huge holes in them and some cars fell into them. Things we take for granted like turning on a light or tap or even flushing the toilet just doesn't happen everywhere.  

We were told not to travel unless we had to. So for the first week except for going to Church or the local shops we did not venture out. After 12 days we went to visit family and friends in the eastern suburbs to deliver water, meals and baking. Until you see first hand the houses and roads it is hard to understand what the families have gone though.  

Our beautiful Cathedral is so damaged, it is heartbreaking. In the tower where the bells are rung there is a statue of Our Lady. The statue used to look over the bell ringers but after the quake it turned around 180 degrees and is now looking out over the city. 
Reflection
“I know God will not give me anything I can't handle. I just wish that He didn't trust me so much.”

Mother Theresa 
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Did you know?

The very first national association of Catholic women was formed in Germany, two years before England’s was up and running!
All the different religions have places of worship which are badly damaged.
We have cancelled our Conference for this year but will have an AGM later in the year.  

Thank you to everyone who has remembered us in prayers or given money to St Vincent de Paul after the 4th September or 22nd February Earthquakes. This is very much appreciated.      

Our beautiful city will never again be what it once was, but we look forward to new beginnings. 
To all those who lost someone or lost their home, we send our sincere condolences and may God bless you all.

Jenny Muschamp

Christchurch President
From the International Secretary
On Saturday, 26th February, I received a message of support and prayers for the people of New Zealand and especially Christchurch from Rosi on behalf of the staff at the WUCWO Secretariat in Paris.  The prayer support from around the world is strong and continuous

Kay Blackburn

From the National Mission Secretary
It is time for Branches to be thinking about a suitable New Zealand national organization that could benefit from CWL assistance.  Come up with ideas to present to your Diocesan Council.  Recommendations from each Diocese need to be available to your Diocesan President to bring to the National Board in July 2011 – not that far away!

Prayer is the biggest immediate help that you can provide to all those affected by the Christchurch earthquake. Diocesan Mission Conveners were advised back in September last year, after consultation with the Christchurch Diocesan President, that Branches could send donations to 
St Vincent de Paul

P.O. Box 26007

North Avon

Christchurch 8148

This is still an appropriate source for your assistance.   

With the Easter season fast approaching I wish all members a happy and holy Easter.

Let's: Pray together; Stay together; and Play together. 

Susan Lloyd
Quotes from Christchurch
“The domed basilica is the spiritual home to the Catholics of Canterbury and Westland. It is also a wondrous architectural statement. … Renowned for its rows of columns and soaring interior vistas, the cathedral is one of Christchurch's architectural treasures”

                           The Press
New Zealanders had been "magnificent under pressure. … “Please stick at it and build the city back to what it was, and beyond."
Australian Federal Police Superintendent Gavin Ryan
“There’s no you, there’s no me, there’s only us.”

                            Mark Solomon, Chairman Nga Tahu
Please continue to remember in your prayers the people of Japan, whose recent sufferings have stunned and horrified us all.  May they find the courage and strength they need as they struggle to rebuild their lives.

