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-                                President’s Comment                              -
Greetings from your new National Executive.  We now feel the handover is complete and I can assure you Diane Glynan, Secretary, and Anne Lumb, Treasurer, are already working hard in their respective roles.

Last week I joined members from around the Wellington Archdiocese for a lovely Mass at Lower Hutt to celebrate the feast day of St Margaret Clitherow, our Patron Saint – her feast day has been changed from March 26th to August 30th.  In his homily, Father Bruce England gave a good insight into her life – as Father said, canonised in 1970 she is a new Saint, and new to him too.  
I suggested Branches meet like this more often – just as the Church is changing with Parish Pastoral Areas  so should we where possible – to ensure well-attended and interesting topical meetings

In the thank-you letter from the Nathaniel Centre the Director says Fr Michael did enjoy speaking at the National Conference. They pray for the continued work of the League and look forward to our ongoing close association. This year our donations to the Centre totalled $2095.

Grandparents Raising Grandchildren tell us our grant has been used to print further handbooks to go to all new members nationally – their data base stands at 4011. Secondly, Support Group Coordinators and Field officers have been supplied with magnetic car door signs advertising the Trust. With Auckland’s direct payment to them of $2135 the total amounted to $10,485.00 which is amazing. WELL DONE.

As you are aware this year the At Home Appeal is ECPAT which stands for End Child Prostitution and Trafficking.  Please be aware that that you can pick up leaflets and additional information from the Body Shop.
Our Website we know is important, but it needs a significant update.  That is to be our next focus. Suggestions and ideas will always be welcome – particularly if they have proved successful in the field.  Have a look and let us know what you would like to see there.

God bless you all.
Anne Joyce
From the International Secretary

This year in Jerusalem …
In October 2010 the World Union of Catholic Women's Organizations (WUCWO) will hold its Centenary Assembly in Jerusalem. Six members of CWLNZ will attend – one from Oamaru, three from Wellington, one from New Plymouth and one from Auckland. Travelling independently we will meet up in Jerusalem on October the 5th. The Assembly begins on the 6th and continues for 6 days. At the conclusion of the Assembly we have all opted to join a 3 day tour of Galilee. 
The Conference theme is "You will be my witnesses" (Acts 1:8). Each of the Conference days begins with a Mass, with liturgy preparation shared between the regions. The Conference agenda is a mix of prayer, business and pilgrimage around Jerusalem. Each country has been invited to bring a banner depicting Mary as she is venerated in our country. After much thought we came up with a design depicting Mary as Mother. A banner is being created by a CWL member from Invercargill. CWLNZ has submitted a resolution (remit) which will be presented and voted on at conference.
All branches should have a copy of the “Novena to Mary Queen of Peace” to be prayed in preparation for the Assembly.
Please keep us in your prayers as we represent CWLNZ in Jerusalem."

Kay Blackburn 
Reflection
Be faithful in small things because it is in them that your strength lies. 
Mother Theresa
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Did you know?

Margaret Fletcher, the founder of the Catholic Women’s League, was the daughter of an Anglican Clergyman.

From the National Mission Secretary
The past year has been busy, juggling the requirements of the role of National Mission Secretary along with family, full-time work and other interests.  The highlight for me must be my fact-finding visit to Fiji in May 2010.
At the July 2009 National Board meeting it was decided that a fact-finding visit to Fiji was desirable, to assess the needs of as many of our Mission Stations as possible.  In May 2010, thanks to the fundraising efforts of members around the country, this visit took place.  
After investigation I had decided that because of the Fijian terrain and the speed with which visits were going to have to be undertaken to keep costs to a minimum, it would be necessary to have another person travel with me to assist with the note-taking. I asked Jenny Muschamp (Christchurch Diocesan President) if she was in a position to, and would be interested in, accompanying me.  I was delighted when she accepted.
In the 9 days we spent in Fiji we visited a total of 21 of the mission communities you support.  In addition we met with Archbishop Mataca, the Archbishop of Suva.  Sister Sera, the Archbishop’s secretary, who had been an invaluable help in planning our trip continued to be very helpful after our arrival.  Her provision of a driver for our rental 4WD was a life-saver – possibly literally given the conditions of some of the roads we travelled. We also met with Mrs Susanna Evening, President of CWL Fiji, and a number of other CWL members in different villages around the island. 
Since our return home I have written to each of our Branches whose Mission Community we visited including a few photos.  There is no doubt that the support provided by all our Branches to their Pacific Mission Communities is invaluable.
Susan Lloyd

The complete transcript of Susan’s Report to the 2010 National Conference can be found on the CWLNZ website at www.cwl.org.nz.  It is well worth the look. 
  RIP  
Hastings:  Eileen Kidd, a life member, died recently.  Eileen was one of the founding members of the Hastings branch of the League in 1953, so had attained her 50-year badge.  Over the course of those years she had held all offices: President, Secretary, and Treasurer and was a Regional Representative when Hastings was still part of the Wellington Archdiocese. Eileen was a regular attendee at regional meetings and a tireless worker for the League, with many friends in Wellington as well as in her home town.
National Social Concerns

For more than 75 years the New Zealand Catholic Women’s League has worked for the good of the Church, the community and the members themselves.  One dimension of that work is taking action on social issues, to strive for a better society for all, especially those directly affecting families, women and children.

Catholic social teaching, reflecting Gospel values of love, peace, justice, compassion and service, is there to guide us in our responses to social problems in our ever changing world.  The Nathaniel Centre, the New Zealand Catholic Bioethics Centre, (whose existence owes a great deal to CWLNZ) carries out research and action to support the Church’s pastoral response to bioethical challenges which arise.

The issues in question are generated by legislation proposed by Parliament.  The test of whether or not an issue deserves our attention resolves around the advancement of the dignity of all people, and how the poor and powerless are affected.

We work along with Caritas NZ, the Catholic agency for justice, peace and development, and the National Council of Women, whose branches are well served by CWL delegates.
Ethne Wyndham-Smith

Nature’s Reminder that Life is Precious
Saturday morning’s shock awakening for our fellow members in Christchurch and surrounding areas has touched us all.  The devastating earthquake in the early hours of September 4th reminds us that we never know what lies ahead.  Ours prayers and thoughts are with you all. 

